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MT Ecocolgy
Study Guide – Energy Pyramid 

1.  Where does a majority of life on earth originally get its energy from?

2.  Explain how heterotrophs get their energy from the sun even though they cannot make their own food from the sun.

3.  Organisms that make their own food from the sun are called ________________, whereas organisms that must obtain energy from the foods they consume are called ______________________.

4.  Describe what an energy pyramid shows.

5.  Create a food chain that would exist in nature with at least 4 trophic levels.

6.  Based on the food chain you created above, make an energy pyramid.  Label how much of the sun’s energy is in each trophic level and the name of the type of eater is in each trophic level (producer/consumer).  

7.  Looking at the energy pyramid you created above, what happens to the energy that is lost/dissipated in each trophic level?


8.  Looking at the food web, compare the amount of energy available to the 

deer if it eats grass with the amount of energy available to the fox if it eats a

rabbit.

Name: _____________________


Per: ____________








