Topic: Digestive System


I. Function of the digestive system

A. physically and chemically breaks down food so that it can be absorbed into every cell of the body

II. Organs of the digestive system

A. Mouth

i. Lips – keep food in mouth

ii. Cheeks – muscles to chew

iii. Tongue – muscle to mix food

iv. Salivary glands – creates saliva, which has enzymes that break down food

v. Teeth – 32 adult teeth; chew food

B. Esophagus 

i. Flexible tube that connects throat to stomach

ii. is a smooth muscle that contracts to push food into stomach

C. Stomach

i. J-shaped organ that breaks food into liquidy state using gastric acids

ii. Has two sphincters at top and bottom 

iii. Stores food, churns food into liquid, produces hormones

D. Small Intestine

i. 22 ft long, 1-2” circumference

ii. lining is covered with villi (hair-like fingers)

iii. absorbs nutrients

E. Large Intestine

i. 5 ft long, 3-4” circumference

ii. removes water and minerals to form feces (stool)

F. Appendix

i. growth on large intestine that does not have a function in humans today

G. Liver

i. breaks down fat, protein, and carbohydrates 

ii. secretes bile and works with gall bladder to absorb fat for the body

iii. made of 2 lobes (right and left) and can regenerate 

H. Gall Bladder

i. stores bile (helps body absorb fat)

I. Pancreas

i. secretes insulin (insulin breaks down carbohydrates (sugar))

Summary:

